SUNSHINE GUIDE TO THE MINSK AREA, BELARUS

LOCATION: Minsk, the capital and primate city of Belarus, is located pretty much in the central part of that country . The city is situated on the banks of the
Svislach (Ptisk) River. Elevations are between 700 and 800 feet above sea level in this essentially level countryside.
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COMMENTS: Minsk has a four-season year, with long very cold winters and short mild summers. Precipitation is light, and fairly evenly distributed
throughout the year, but with a distinct summer maximum. Summer afternoons are long, fairly sunny, humid, and mild to warm. About half the days will get at
least a trace of rain, and thunderstorms are common. Hot days are rare. Summer nights are short, damp, and cool. Winter afternoons are short and usually
overcast. On about half of them, the sun won’t be seen at all. Afternoon temperatures are cold to very cold, and they will remain below freezing two afternoons
out of three. Almost all the precipitation comes as snow, and the ground is frozen and snow-covered most of the winter.

Frequently, but not every year, a spell of exceptionally fine weather will occur in September or early October. This is the “old women’s summer”, and

is quite pleasant.
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